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respected this custom, and granted #usain and his family and followers
their lives, but sent them as prisoners to Mazandaran.
Nadir found imprisoned in Qandahar his former foe, Dhu'l-Fiqar
Khan, the Abdali leader, and his younger brother, A^mad (who was then
between 14 and 16 years of age). Some years before, the two brothers
had fled from Herat to Qandahar, but Husain had seized them and thrown
them into prison. Nadir treated the brothers with great kindness, gave
them a grant from his treasury for their sustenance, and sent them to
Mazandaran.1
Nadir rewarded his troops, as he had promised, by giving ^ them the
spoils of the city, and handed to Mulla Adina, the bold Bakhtiari priest,
a purse containing a large sum in gold.2
Nadir made the inhabitants of Qandahar move to Nadirabad, which
he made the capital of the province of Qandahar, and then gave orders
for the Ghalzai fortress to be rased to the ground ; the fortifications
were so solidly constructed, however, that this order could only be partially
carried out.3 'Abdu'l-Ghani Khan was made Governor of the province,
and other Abdali chiefs were appointed Governors of Girishk, Bust and
Zamindavar. The Abdali tribesmen in Nishapur and elsewhere in
Khurasan were brought en masse to Qandahar (where they had formerly
lived) and were given the lands of the Hotiki Ghalzais (the clan to which
Ijlusain belonged), while the latter were transferred to Khurasan and
settled on the lands vacated by the Abdalis. Several thousand young
Ghalzais were enrolled in Nadir's bodyguard instead of being sent to
Khurasan,4
With the capture of Qandahar, Nadir not only wiped out the stain
of the defeat which the Ghalzais under Mafrmud had inflicted upon
Persia sixteen years before, but also completed his task of restoring the
territory that had been lost during the disastrous reign of Shah Sultan
Husain. Having very successfully acted as the saviour of his country,
Nadir was now about to essay the rdle of world conqueror. His striking
military successes must have encouraged the belief that the mantle of
Alexander or of Timur had fallen upon him.
Nadir remained at Nadirabad for two months after the fall of Qandahar;
during this period he was busy completing his preparations for the Indian
expedition, the reasons for which will be examined in the next chapter.
In response to a summons from the Shah, Mustafa Pasha, the Turkish
1 £.#, p. 188, see also 'Abdu'l-Karim 'Alavi's Ta'rikh-i-Ahmad, p. 4.
1 K.N., p. 165.	'         *  ^
1 When my friend Mr. G. T. Swann visited the site of Old Qandahar in 1934, he found that
some of the walls and part of the citadel were still standing.
'     3 P-,188.   George Forster, in Volume II, p. 81 of his Journey from Bengal to England
'H5r2£l I798), gives the number of these Ghalzai recruits as 4,000, but omits to quote his
authority.

